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important in that it served to point a moral. The troubled
phase would pass.

' What you are now living through, observing, and doing,
are the most important experiences, impressions, and acts of
your life, for they are the first of a life independent and
responsible to itself. That outside of and in close proximity
to your true and tranquillizing happiness with dear Fritz
your path of life is not wholly smooth, I regard as a most
fortunate circumstance for you, inasmuch as it forces you to
strengthen the powers of your mind/

This might be taken to mean that in spite of all discourage-
ments one should go one's own way, and that to pause for
reflection as to the Tightness of one's course was superfluous.
Doubtless, Vicky had heard similar sentiments many times
before ; one must have a conviction of one's own Tightness.
Without a doubt she possessed that conviction, and she
learned it from her father. It betrayed her many times.

The end of that letter descends to strike the strictly
practical note which so often terminates unexpectedly Prince
Albert's philosophical flights. ' I am delighted to see by your
letter that you deliberate gravely upon your budget,' he
continues. ' I shall be most happy to look through it, if you
send it to me ; this is the only way to have a clear idea to
one's self of what one has, spends, and ought to spend. As
this is a business of which I have had long and frequent
experience, I will give you one rule for your guidance in it,
namely, to set aside a considerable balance pour I'imprevu.
This gentleman is the costliest of guests in life, and we shall
look very blank if we have nothing to set before him.'

Imagine a Prussian conservative reading this request of
the Consort of England to a Prussian Princess to send her
budget to him for inspection 1 Would it stop at budgets ?

Summer came and the Prince and Princess moved out of
the Old Schloss to the little Gothic castle of Babelsburg, set
in gardens full of rare trees, flowering shrubs, and brilliant
blooms, with its windows looking down the wooded hill-sides
to the lake, the rivers, and the fantastic palaces dotting the
Royal part of Potsdam. This was a wonderful Hfe after the